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to further punishment and degradation a man who has already paid the
unprecedented penalty of relinquishing the highest elective office of the
United States.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the United
States, pursuant to the pardon power conferred upon me by Article 11,
Section 2, of the Constitution, have granted and by these presents do
grant a full, free, and absolute pardon unto Richard Nixon for all offenses
against the United States which he, Richard Nixon, has committed or
may have committed or taken part in during the period from January 20,
1969 through August 9, 1974.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and seventy-
four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one
hundred and ninety-ninth.

GerarD R. Forp

Proclamation 4312 ° September 12, 1974
Citizenship Day and Constitution Week, 1974
By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As we near our Nation’s two hundredth anniversary, let all of us, as
equal partners in a Nation of justice under law, resolve to work, with
all our strength and common sense, to achieve “. . . a more perfect
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the

common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings

of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity . . . .” Through such a re-
dedication to the spirit and principles of the Constitution we can build
a better future for every individual American, and a better America for
all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President of the
United States of America, in compliance with the joint resolutions of the
Congress of the United States, call upon appropriate Government offi-
cials to display the flag of the United States on all Government buildings
on Citizenship Day, September 17, 1974—the 187th anniversary of
the signing of the Constitution. I urge Federal, State, and local officials,
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as well as leaders of civic, educational and religious organizations to
conduct appropriate ceremonies and programs on that day.

I also designate as Constitution Week the period beginning Septem-
ber 17 and ending September 23, 1974, and urge all Americans to observe
that week with appropriate ceremonies and activities in their schools,
churches and in other suitable places in order to foster a better under-
standing of the Constitution, and of the rights and responsibilities of
United States citizens.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and seventy-
four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the one
hundred and ninety-ninth.

GeraLp R. Forbp

Proclamation 4313 ° September 16, 1974

Announcing a Program for the Return of Vietnam
Era Draft Evaders and Military Deserters

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

The United States withdrew the last of its forces from the Republic of
Vietnam on March 28, 1973.

In the period of its involvement in armed hostilities in Southeast Asia,
the United States suffered great losses. Millions served their country,
thousands died in combat, thousands more were wounded, others are
still listed as missing in action.

Over a year after the last American combatant had left Vietnam, the
status of thousands of our countrymen—convicted, charged, investigated
or still sought for violations of the Military Selective Service Act or of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice—remains unresolved.

In furtherance of our national commitment to justice and mercy these
young Americans should have the chance to contribute a share to the
rebuilding of peace among ourselves and with all nations, They should be
allowed the opportunity to earn return to their country, their communi-
ties, and their families, upon their agreement to a period of alternate
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